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A Real Fish 
 Yolanda and Mika had been best friends for as long as they could remember. The girls  



enjoyed the same activities. They each participated in soccer, sang in the school choir, and 



dreamed of becoming doctors one day. Although Yolanda preferred aqua and Mika preferred 



navy, they both found blue to be the superior color. Neither of the girls would be caught  



wearing a shade of pink or red! 



 Yolanda and Mika may enjoy all the same activities and share lots of favorites, but Mika 



towered over Yolanda with her long legs. Yolanda had always been on the petite, or small, side.  



She barely fit into the junior section and always got Mika’s hand-me-down clothes. Most people 



assumed Mika was older than Yolanda because of the dramatic height difference. Mika had long 



dark hair while Yolanda’s was cut into a short bob above her shoulders. They may have been  



opposites when it came to looks, but that didn’t stop them from spending all their time together. 



 Everyone knew Yolanda and Mika were best friends because they spent all their time  



together. Some kids at school even wondered if the girls were connected by some invisible string.  



On the weekends Yolanda and Mika would ride up and down the very steep hill until their legs 



burned from pedaling up the long, sharp incline. They would spend the summer evenings chasing 



fireflies and throwing water balloons at the neighborhood boys.  



 It seemed nothing could interrupt the friendship Yolanda and Mika had.  That was until  



Mika’s family announced they were getting a pool put into their backyard just in time for summer.  



Mika was ecstatic. Her family had always said she was part fish.  Swimming had come naturally to 



her. Yolanda, on the other hand, couldn’t stand the idea of swimming ever since she’d been  



humiliated at summer camp. The other kids had teased her relentlessly for doggie paddling.   



Every time Yolanda thought about swimming, she froze. She had promised herself she’d never be 



embarrassed again. She had decided she’d never go near a swimming pool for as long as she 



lived. 



 Mika was shocked when Yolanda acted annoyed about 



the big news. She couldn’t understand why her friend  



wasn’t just as excited as she was. After a few days,  



Yolanda came clean to Mika and admitted she didn’t know 



how to swim. Mika sighed and said, “Don’t worry! I know a 



real fish who can teach you!” 
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Yolanda and Mika had been best friends for as long as they could remember. The girls  

enjoyed the same activities. They each participated in soccer, sang in the school choir, and 

dreamed of becoming doctors one day. Although Yolanda preferred aqua and Mika preferred 

navy, they both found blue to be the superior color. Neither of the girls would be caught  

wearing a shade of pink or red! 

  Yolanda and Mika may enjoy all the same activities and share lots of favorites, but Mika 

towered over Yolanda with her long legs. Yolanda had always been on the petite, or small, side.  

She barely fit into the junior section and always got Mika’s hand-me-down clothes. Most people 

assumed Mika was older than Yolanda because of the dramatic height difference. Mika had long 

dark hair while Yolanda’s was cut into a short bob above her shoulders. They may have been  

opposites when it came to looks, but that didn’t stop them from spending all their time together. 

  Everyone knew Yolanda and Mika were best friends because they spent all their time  

together. Some kids at school even wondered if the girls were connected by some invisible string.  

On the weekends Yolanda and Mika would ride up and down the very steep hill until their legs 

burned from pedaling up the long, sharp incline. They would spend the summer evenings chasing 

fireflies and throwing water balloons at the neighborhood boys.  

  It seemed nothing could interrupt the friendship Yolanda and Mika had.  That was until  

Mika’s family announced they were getting a pool put into their backyard just in time for summer.  

Mika was ecstatic. Her family had always said she was part fish.  Swimming had come naturally to 

her. Yolanda, on the other hand, couldn’t stand the idea of swimming ever since she’d been  

humiliated at summer camp. The other kids had teased her relentlessly for doggie paddling.   

Every time Yolanda thought about swimming, she froze. She had promised herself she’d never be 

embarrassed again. She had decided she’d never go near a swimming pool for as long as she 

lived. 

  Mika was shocked when Yolanda acted annoyed about 

the big news. She couldn’t understand why her friend  

wasn’t just as excited as she was. After a few days,  

Yolanda came clean to Mika and admitted she didn’t know 

how to swim. Mika sighed and said, “Don’t worry! I know a 

real fish who can teach you!” 
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Directions: Cut & Paste each of the following into the correct category.  



                         YOLANDA           BOTH              MIKA  



plays soccer was humiliated at summer camp Her favorite color is navy.  



wants to be a doctor when she 



grows up 



Her favorite color  is aqua.  is a great swimmer  



is not excited about the new 



swimming pool  



throws water balloons at  



neighborhood boys 



is getting a new swimming pool  



dislikes the color pink tall with long legs petite  



A Real Fish 
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1. Which of the following statements is most  



accurate?  



Yolanda and Mika are both natural  



swimmers.  



Yolanda enjoys swimming, but Mika is 



scared to try swimming.  



Mika is a natural swimmer, but Yolanda is  



fearful of swimming.  



2. What is the purpose of the second  



paragraph in the passage?   



to compare the personalities of the girls  



to contrast the appearance of the girls  



to show how similar the girls look   



3. Which is NOT a difference that the author 



mentions between Mika and Yolanda?  



height  



hair style   



hair color  



4. Which of the following is NOT listed as  



something the girls have in common?  



They are both good students.   



They both sing in the school choir.   



They both want to be doctors when they 



grow up.   



5. Which statement is most accurate?   



Both girls were embarrassed while  



swimming at camp.    



The girls share a dream about their future 



career.   



Both girls are excited about Mika’s new 



pool.   



6. Which activity does the author state Mika 



and Yolanda enjoy together?   



riding bikes  



studying for school   



writing songs for choir practice   
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accurate?  
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swimmers.  

 

Yolanda enjoys swimming, but Mika is 

scared to try swimming.  

 

Mika is a natural swimmer, but Yolanda is  

fearful of swimming.  
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paragraph in the passage?   

 

to compare the personalities of the girls  

 to contrast the appearance of the girls  

 

to show how similar the girls look   

3. Which is NOT a difference that the author 

mentions between Mika and Yolanda?  

 
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 

hair style   

 

hair color  

4. Which of the following is NOT listed as  

something the girls have in common?  

 

They are both good students.   

 

They both sing in the school choir.   

 

They both want to be doctors when they 

grow up.   

5. Which statement is most accurate?   

 

Both girls were embarrassed while  

swimming at camp.    

 

The girls share a dream about their future 

career.   

 

Both girls are excited about Mika’s new 

pool.   

6. Which activity does the author state Mika 

and Yolanda enjoy together?   

 

riding bikes  

 

studying for school   

 

writing songs for choir practice   
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Use the Venn Diagram below to brainstorm how you and your best friend are alike and  



different.  



 



 



 



 



 



 



In the space below write a paragraph describing how you and your best friend are 



alike and different from each other.   



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 



                         ME                BOTH            MY BFF   
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A Popsicle for Me 



 It never felt quite like summer for Chris and Charlie until they heard the chimes of 



the ice cream truck driving down their busy neighborhood street. Chris and Charlie lived in 



the type of neighborhood that came alive in the summer. There were children riding bikes 



up and down the sidewalks, kids running through water sprinklers in the front yards, and 



teenagers playing basketball in the streets. The brothers looked forward to summer every 



year. They would even skip on milk the last couple of weeks of school in order to save 



their quarters for the ice-cream truck.   



 Chris carefully organized his coins inside his sock drawer. He’d count his coins daily 



to know how much he’d collected. He had memorized the price of every ice cream cone 



and popsicle. He had his heart set on the Mega Firecracker popsicle. It was the largest and 



most delicious of all the options. He knew from the last couple of summers that the  



popsicle cost $2.25. By the last day of school, Chris had exactly $2.25. He knew he had  



exactly enough coins once the truck came along. Now all he needed to do was wait. 



 Charlie tried to be as organized as his big brother, Chris, but he often forgot his 



coins in his jeans pockets for his mother to find while washing his clothes. He’d toss them 



in his backpack and forget about them. He was never quite sure how many coins he had or 



where they all were. Sometimes he’d find them under his dirty clothes pile or mixed up in 



his box of Legos. Once he did find them they were usually sticky. 



 The day the boys finally heard the chimes from the ice-cream 



truck they ran to gather their coins. Chris carefully collected his $2.25 



while Charlie scrambled to find $1.75. Much to his surprise, Chris found 



that the Mega Firecracker popsicle’s price had increased to $2.50. He was 



so disappointed, he shoved his money back into his pocket and ran inside 



to pout. Charlie watched his big brother and felt sorry for him. He asked 



the ice-cream man for two plain popsicles which were only a quarter 



each. Charlie didn’t care about the biggest or the best popsicles. He just 



wanted to enjoy a cold snack on a hot day. He ran inside to Chris and 



coaxed him outside to enjoy the snack together.  



Name: __________        Date: _____ 



READING SKILL: Character Analysis 



Page 5 










A Popsicle for Me 

 

It never felt quite like summer for Chris and Charlie until they heard the chimes of 

the ice cream truck driving down their busy neighborhood street. Chris and Charlie lived in 

the type of neighborhood that came alive in the summer. There were children riding bikes 

up and down the sidewalks, kids running through water sprinklers in the front yards, and 

teenagers playing basketball in the streets. The brothers looked forward to summer every 

year. They would even skip on milk the last couple of weeks of school in order to save 

their quarters for the ice-cream truck.   

  Chris carefully organized his coins inside his sock drawer. He’d count his coins daily 

to know how much he’d collected. He had memorized the price of every ice cream cone 

and popsicle. He had his heart set on the Mega Firecracker popsicle. It was the largest and 

most delicious of all the options. He knew from the last couple of summers that the  

popsicle cost $2.25. By the last day of school, Chris had exactly $2.25. He knew he had  

exactly enough coins once the truck came along. Now all he needed to do was wait. 

  Charlie tried to be as organized as his big brother, Chris, but he often forgot his 

coins in his jeans pockets for his mother to find while washing his clothes. He’d toss them 

in his backpack and forget about them. He was never quite sure how many coins he had or 

where they all were. Sometimes he’d find them under his dirty clothes pile or mixed up in 

his box of Legos. Once he did find them they were usually sticky. 

  The day the boys finally heard the chimes from the ice-cream 

truck they ran to gather their coins. Chris carefully collected his $2.25 

while Charlie scrambled to find $1.75. Much to his surprise, Chris found 

that the Mega Firecracker popsicle’s price had increased to $2.50. He was 

so disappointed, he shoved his money back into his pocket and ran inside 

to pout. Charlie watched his big brother and felt sorry for him. He asked 

the ice-cream man for two plain popsicles which were only a quarter 

each. Charlie didn’t care about the biggest or the best popsicles. He just 

wanted to enjoy a cold snack on a hot day. He ran inside to Chris and 

coaxed him outside to enjoy the snack together.  
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A Popsicle for Me 



CHRIS CHARLIE 



  



Directions: Cut & paste the descriptions into the column of the person the description best matches.  



disorganized  prepared flexible  



short tempered  organized  easy going  



kind messy  ambitious  



carefree frustrated  particular  
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A P ops icle for M e 

CHRIS

 

CHARLIE

 

   

Directions: Cut & paste the descriptions into the column of the person the description best matches.  

disorganized   prepared  flexible  

short tempered   organized   easy going  

kind  messy   ambitious  

carefree  frustrated   particular  
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A Popsicle for Me 
1. How are Chris and Charlie different from 



each other according to the text?  



Chris is organized while Charlie is  



disorganized.   



Chris wants to save his money for the ice- 



cream truck, but Charlie does not want to 



save his money.   



Chris is usually more kind than Charlie.   



2. Which of the following character traits best 



describes Charlie?   



impatient   



responsible  



thoughtful   



3. Which of the following character traits best  



describes Chris?   



hard working  



honest  



responsible  



4. How could you best complete the sentence 



below?  



 
Charlie is disorganized and messy, but _________. 



  



he is irresponsible 



he is warm hearted 



 he is easily upset 



5. Which sentence from the text shows the  



reader that Chris is short tempered?  



Chris carefully collected his $2.25 while 



Charlie scrambled to find $1.75.  



He was so disappointed, he shoved his  



money back into his pocket and ran inside to 



pout.   



He ran inside to Chris and coaxed him  



outside to enjoy the snack together.  



6. Which sentence from the text shows the  



reader that Charlie is caring?  



He ran inside to Chris and coaxed him out-



side to enjoy the snack together.   



He was so disappointed he shoved his  



money back into his pocket and ran inside to 



pout.   



Charlie didn’t care about the biggest or 



the best popsicles.  
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A Popsicle for Me 
Do you think you are more like Chris or Charlie? Why? Explain. 



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
 



Which character shows kindness in the story?  How did they show kindness?  



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 



 



Describe something you look forward to every summer.  Why is it so special to you?   



____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
 



How are Chris and Charlie different from each other? Explain using 



evidence from the text. 



____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Which character shows kindness in the story?  How did they show kindness?  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

 

 

Describe something you look forward to every summer.  Why is it so special to you?   

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

 

How are Chris and Charlie different from each other? Explain using 

evidence from the text. 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 
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A Long Trip  



 Eric and Miguel fastened their seatbelts as they carefully listened to the directions of the 



flight attendant. Back home, their parents had shown them hundreds of pictures of Hawaii, read 



them travel guides, and even pulled up YouTube videos on the computer. They were beyond  



excited to land in the islands, but they knew they first had to endure many hours confined to 



their seats. Their parents had told them that the many hours of boredom would be worth it in 



the end because once they landed they would be greeted by their many cousins. 



 Miguel looked around hoping to find a plug in for his iPad. He was disappointed to find no 



charging stations next to him. He’d be forced to watch Toy Story 2 for the hundredth time. Not 



only would he be watching what he felt was a movie for babies, but he’d be doing it alone. The 



loud noise from take off had lulled his twin brother, Eric, to sleep. “Just my luck,” Miguel thought 



to himself. Although he normally hated sleeping, he was a little jealous of Eric being able to 



sleep anywhere.   



 Miguel spent the next several hours watching movies, 



leafing through the magazines his parents had bought him, 



doodling in his notebooks, and eating every snack he 



packed. He felt as though his skin were crawling and his  



muscles were begging to go for a jog. He didn’t know how 



much longer he could stand the tiny space and his brother’s 



elbows jabbing into his. How could his entire family sleep so 



soundly through this torture? 



 Just when Miguel thought he couldn’t handle it any 



longer, he heard the captain say they had arrived at their 



destination. It felt as though a blanket of heat slapped 



Miguel in the face as he stepped into the airport. He  



immediately took off his hoodie and looked for his flip flops 



in his carry on. His cousins ran to embrace him. They 



laughed when they saw Miguel pull out his iPad. “You won’t 



need that here,” they chuckled. A big smile crossed their  



faces when they handed him a surfboard.   
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A Long Trip  

  Eric and Miguel fastened their seatbelts as they carefully listened to the directions of the 

flight attendant. Back home, their parents had shown them hundreds of pictures of Hawaii, read 

them travel guides, and even pulled up YouTube videos on the computer. They were beyond  

excited to land in the islands, but they knew they first had to endure many hours confined to 

their seats. Their parents had told them that the many hours of boredom would be worth it in 

the end because once they landed they would be greeted by their many cousins. 

  Miguel looked around hoping to find a plug in for his iPad. He was disappointed to find no 

charging stations next to him. He’d be forced to watch 

Toy Story 2

 for the hundredth time. Not 

only would he be watching what he felt was a movie for babies, but he’d be doing it alone. The 

loud noise from take off had lulled his twin brother, Eric, to sleep. “Just my luck,” Miguel thought 

to himself. Although he normally hated sleeping, he was a little jealous of Eric being able to 

sleep anywhere.   

  Miguel spent the next several hours watching movies, 

leafing through the magazines his parents had bought him, 

doodling in his notebooks, and eating every snack he 

packed. He felt as though his skin were crawling and his  

muscles were begging to go for a jog. He didn’t know how 

much longer he could stand the tiny space and his brother’s 

elbows jabbing into his. How could his entire family sleep so 

soundly through this torture? 

  Just when Miguel thought he couldn’t handle it any 

longer, he heard the captain say they had arrived at their 

destination. It felt as though a blanket of heat slapped 

Miguel in the face as he stepped into the airport. He  

immediately took off his hoodie and looked for his flip flops 

in his carry on. His cousins ran to embrace him. They 

laughed when they saw Miguel pull out his iPad. “You won’t 

need that here,” they chuckled. A big smile crossed their  

faces when they handed him a surfboard.  
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A Long Trip 
Directions: Re-Read the passage.  Then, follow the highlighting directions below.   



A Long Trip  



 Eric and Miguel fastened their seatbelts as they carefully listened to the 



directions of the flight attendant. Back home, their parents had shown them 



hundreds of pictures of Hawaii, read them travel guides, and even pulled up 



YouTube videos on the computer. They were beyond excited to land in the islands, 



but they knew they first had to endure many hours confined to their seats.  



Their parents had told them that the many hours of boredom would be worth it 



in the end because once they landed they would be greeted by their many  



cousins. 



 Miguel looked around hoping to find a plug in for his iPad. He was  



disappointed to find no charging stations next to him.  He’d be forced to watch 



Toy Story 2 for the hundredth time. Not only would he be watching what he felt 



was a movie for babies, but he’d be doing it alone. The loud noise from take off 



had lulled his twin brother, Eric, to sleep. “Just my luck,” Miguel thought to  



himself.  Although he normally hated sleeping, he was a little jealous of Eric  



being able to sleep anywhere.   



 Miguel spent the next several hours watching movies, leafing through the 



magazines his parents had bought him, doodling in his notebooks, and eating 



every snack he packed. He felt as though his skin were crawling and his muscles 



were begging to go for a jog. He didn’t know how much longer he could stand 



the tiny space and his brothers elbows jabbing into his. How could his entire 



family sleep so soundly through the torture? 



 Just when Miguel thought he couldn’t handle it any longer, he heard the 



captain say they had arrived at their destination. It felt as though a blanket of 



heat slapped Miguel in the face as he stepped into the airport. He immediately 



took off his hoodie and looked for his flip flops in his carry on. His cousins ran 



to embrace him. They laughed when they saw Miguel pull out his iPad. “You won’t 



need that here,” they chuckled. A big smile crossed their faces when they handed 



him a surfboard.   



RED 



YELLOW 



GREEN 



BLUE 



The story never tells us 



where Eric and Miguel are. 



Underline all the clues that 



help us infer the setting in 



red. 



How does Miguel feel about 



being stuck on an air-



plane? Find a sentence that 



shows the reader how he 



feels. Underline it in yellow.  



Has Miguel’s plane landed in 



Hawaii? How do you know? 



Find a clue about their  



destination and underline it 



in green.  



How do you know this story 



does not take place a LONG 



LONG time ago? Find a clue 



that this story takes place 



in modern times and un-



derline it in blue! 
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Directions: Re-Read the passage.  Then, follow the highlighting directions below.  

 

A Long Trip  

 

Eric and Miguel fastened their seatbelts as they carefully listened to the 

directions of the flight attendant. Back home, their parents had shown them 

hundreds of pictures of Hawaii, read them travel guides, and even pulled up 

YouTube videos on the computer. They were beyond excited to land in the islands, 

but they knew they first had to endure many hours confined to their seats.  

Their parents had told them that the many hours of boredom would be worth it 

in the end because once they landed they would be greeted by their many  

cousins. 

  Miguel looked around hoping to find a plug in for his iPad. He was  

disappointed to find no charging stations next to him.  He’d be forced to watch 

Toy Story 2

 for the hundredth time. Not only would he be watching what he felt 

was a movie for babies, but he’d be doing it alone. The loud noise from take off 

had lulled his twin brother, Eric, to sleep. “Just my luck,” Miguel thought to  

himself.  Although he normally hated sleeping, he was a little jealous of Eric  

being able to sleep anywhere.   

  Miguel spent the next several hours watching movies, leafing through the 

magazines his parents had bought him, doodling in his notebooks, and eating 

every snack he packed. He felt as though his skin were crawling and his muscles 

were begging to go for a jog. He didn’t know how much longer he could stand 

the tiny space and his brothers elbows jabbing into his. How could his entire 

family sleep so soundly through the torture? 

  Just when Miguel thought he couldn’t handle it any longer, he heard the 

captain say they had arrived at their destination. It felt as though a blanket of 

heat slapped Miguel in the face as he stepped into the airport. He immediately 

took off his hoodie and looked for his flip flops in his carry on. His cousins ran 

to embrace him. They laughed when they saw Miguel pull out his iPad. “You won’t 

need that here,” they chuckled. A big smile crossed their faces when they handed 

him a surfboard.   

RED 

YELLOW 

GREEN 

BLUE 

The story never tells us 

where Eric and Miguel are. 

Underline all the clues that 

help us infer the setting in 

red. 

How does Miguel feel about 

being stuck on an air-

plane? Find a sentence that 

shows the reader how he 

feels. Underline it in yellow.  

Has Miguel’s plane landed in 

Hawaii? How do you know? 

Find a clue about their  

destination and underline it 

in green.  

How do you know this story 

does not take place a LONG 

LONG time ago? Find a clue 

that this story takes place 

in modern times and un-

derline it in blue! 
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A Long Trip 
1. Where does most of the story take place?  



Hawaii   



an airplane   



an airport   



2. Which sentence from the passage best helps 



the reader know the story takes place in mod-



ern times?   



His cousins ran to embrace him.   



“You won’t need that here,” they chuckled. 



Miguel looked around hoping to find a plug 



in for his iPad.   



3. Which of the following best describes the  



setting before the boys reach Hawaii?  



It is relaxing and exciting.  



It is small and cramped.   



It is hot and muggy.   



4. How might the story change if the boys’  



destination were arctic rather than tropical?  



Miguel would not change his clothes.   



Miguel would be able to use his iPad.   



Miguel would not be as bored.  



5. How does the setting change throughout the 



story?   



The story begins at night and ends in the 



morning.   



In the beginning of the story it is winter,  



but at the end of the story it is summer.  



In the beginning of the story the boys  



are on an airplane, but at the end of the  



story they have reached their destination.   



6. Which sentence from the story best helps the 



reader understand WHERE the story takes 



place? 



He’d be forced to watch Toy Story 2 for the 



hundredth time.   



Eric and Miguel fastened their seatbelts as 



they carefully listened to the directions of the 



flight attendant.   



Miguel looked around hoping to find a plug 



in for his iPad. 
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A Long Trip 

1. Where does most of the story take place?  

 

Hawaii   

 

an airplane   

 

an airport   

2. Which sentence from the passage 

best

 helps 

the reader know the story takes place in mod-

ern times?   

 

His cousins ran to embrace him.   

 “You won’t need that here,” they chuckled. 

 

Miguel looked around hoping to find a plug 

in for his iPad.   

3. Which of the following best describes the  

setting 

b e f o r e

 the boys reach Hawaii?  

 

It is relaxing and exciting.  

 It is small and cramped.   

 

It is hot and muggy.   

4. How might the story change if the boys’  

destination were arctic rather than tropical?  

 

Miguel would not change his clothes.   

 Miguel would be able to use his iPad.   

 

Miguel would not be as bored.  

5. How does the setting change throughout the 

story?   

 

The story begins at night and ends in the 

morning.   

 

In the beginning of the story it is winter,  

but at the end of the story it is summer.  

 

In the beginning of the story the boys  

are on an airplane, but at the end of the  

story they have reached their destination.   

6. Which sentence from the story best helps the 

reader understand WHERE the story takes 

place? 

 

He’d be forced to watch 

Toy Story 2

 for the 

hundredth time.   

 

Eric and Miguel fastened their seatbelts as 

they carefully listened to the directions of the 

flight attendant.   

 

Miguel looked around hoping to find a plug 

in for his iPad. 


[image: image13.emf]


Name: __________        Date: _____ 



READING SKILL: Setting  
Page 12 



A Long Trip 
Why do you think Miguel’s cousins tell him he won’t need his iPad? Explain your thinking using  



evidence from the text.  



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
 



Why is Miguel uncomfortable on the airplane? Use evidence from the text to explain your  



thinking.  



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 



 



How do you know this story does NOT take place 100 years ago? Explain using evidence from the 



text.  



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
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A Long Trip 

Why do you think Miguel’s cousins tell him he won’t need his iPad? Explain your thinking using  

evidence from the text.  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Why is Miguel uncomfortable on the airplane? Use evidence from the text to explain your  

thinking.  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

 

 

How do you know this story does NOT take place 100 years ago? Explain using evidence from the 

text.  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
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Summer Ready  



 Ginger lay on her bed staring up at the ceiling thinking about all her  



summer goals. She was ready to explore her new neighborhood, make some new 



friends, and decrease her time on the 400 meter. Ginger’s dad had taken a new 



job in Tulsa. After having lived in Atlanta her whole life she knew Tulsa would be 



an adjustment, but she was up for the adventure.   



 Ginger had been a superstar at her last school. She had the fastest time 



for the 400 meter race and led the Track & Field team in gold medals. Ginger’s 



coach had pushed her to be in top condition. He not only had her train on the 



track, but he made sure she was eating healthy and getting enough sleep. He 



knew she had the potential to qualify for nationals if she focused on her goal. 



Despite the move, Ginger was still optimistic she could make nationals if she  



continued doing everything her coach in Atlanta had taught her.  



 Pulling out a notebook from her new desk, Ginger began to jot down all the 



advice her coach had given her before leaving. She was adamant, intent, that 



this was her year to make it to nationals. She wouldn’t let a 



move stand in her way. She jotted down the drills, or  



exercises, she had done back home to increase her speed 



and strength. She also jotted down her stretching routines 



and healthy eating tips.   



 Ginger set her notebook down and decided it was time 



to explore the neighborhood for a good training route. Back 



home she had ran from her house to the park which was  



exactly 400m. She was hopeful she could find an equally  



beautiful path to practice her timed runs. “Nationals, here I 



come,” she thought to herself.  
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Summer R eady  

 

Ginger lay on her bed staring up at the ceiling thinking about all her  

summer goals. She was ready to explore her new neighborhood, make some new 

friends, and decrease her time on the 400 meter. Ginger’s dad had taken a new 

job in Tulsa. After having lived in Atlanta her whole life she knew Tulsa would be 

an adjustment, but she was up for the adventure.   

  Ginger had been a superstar at her last school. She had the fastest time 

for the 400 meter race and led the Track & Field team in gold medals. Ginger’s 

coach had pushed her to be in top condition. He not only had her train on the 

track, but he made sure she was eating healthy and getting enough sleep. He 

knew she had the potential to qualify for nationals if she focused on her goal. 

Despite the move, Ginger was still optimistic she could make nationals if she  

continued doing everything her coach in Atlanta had taught her.  

  Pulling out a notebook from her new desk, Ginger began to jot down all the 

advice her coach had given her before leaving. She was adamant, intent, that 

this was her year to make it to nationals. She wouldn’t let a 

move stand in her way. She jotted down the drills, or  

exercises, she had done back home to increase her speed 

and strength. She also jotted down her stretching routines 

and healthy eating tips.   

  Ginger set her notebook down and decided it was time 

to explore the neighborhood for a good training route. Back 

home she had ran from her house to the park which was  

exactly 400m. She was hopeful she could find an equally  

beautiful path to practice her timed runs. “Nationals, here I 

come,” she thought to herself.  
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Summer Ready  
THE WORD EXAMPLE FROM THE TEXT THE MEANING 



adjustment After having lived in Atlanta her whole 



life, she knew Tulsa would be an  



adjustment, but she was up for the  



adventure.   



 



condition Ginger’s coach had pushed her to be in 



top condition.  
 



optimistic  Despite the move, Ginger was still  



optimistic she could make nationals if she 



continued doing everything her coach in 



Atlanta had taught her.  



 



adamant She was adamant, intent, that this was 



her year to make it to nationals.   
 



 



drills  She jotted down the drills, or exercises, 



she had done back home to increase her 



speed and strength.   



 



route Ginger set her notebook down and  



decided it was time to explore the  



neighborhood for a good training route.  



 



hopeful and confident about 



the future  



training or instruction to  



improve performance  



a person’s state of physical 



or mental fitness 



a course to a given  



destination  



the process of adapting or 



becoming used to a new  



determined and unwilling to 



change your mind  



Directions: Cut & paste the meaning of each given word.  Use the example from the text to help you.  










Name: __________        Date: _____ 

READING SKILL: 

Cont ext  Cl ues

 

Page 14 

S um m er R eady  

THE WORD  EXAMPLE FROM THE TEXT 

THE M EANING 

adjustment  After having lived in Atlanta her whole 

life, she knew Tulsa would be an  

adjustment, but she was up for the  

adventure.   

 

condition  Ginger’s coach had pushed her to be in 

top condition.  

 

optimistic   Despite the move, Ginger was still  

optimistic she could make nationals if she 

continued doing everything her coach in 

Atlanta had taught her.  

 

adamant  She was adamant, intent, that this was 

her year to make it to nationals.   

 

 

drills   She jotted down the drills, or exercises, 

she had done back home to increase her 

speed and strength.   

 

route  Ginger set her notebook down and  

decided it was time to explore the  

neighborhood for a good training route.  

 

hopeful and confident about 

the future  

training or instruction to  

improve performance  

a person’s state of physical 

or mental fitness 

a course to a given  

destination  

the process of adapting or 

becoming used to a new  

determined and unwilling to 

change your mind  

Directions: Cut & paste the meaning of each given word.  Use the example from the text to help you. 
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Summer Ready  



 



1. Which word could replace the underlined 



word in the following sentence without  



changing the meaning of the sentence?  



After having lived in Atlanta her whole life,  



she knew Tulsa would be an adjustment,  



but she was up for the adventure.  







change  



fear  



test  



2. Which word could replace the underlined 



word in the following sentence without  



changing the meaning of the sentence?  



Ginger’s coach had pushed her to be  



in top condition.  







place 



shape 



test  



3. Which sentence below uses the word  



condition as it is used in the text?  



I will go to the movies on one condition.  



The conditions of the storm were  



dangerous.  



The swimmer is in poor condition after  



being sick.  



4. Which word in the sentence helps the reader 



understand the meaning of drills?  



She jotted down the drills, or exercises,  



she had done back home to increase her  



speed and strength.   







increase  



exercises  



speed  



5. Which sentence best uses the word adamant 



as it is used in the story?   



My mom is adamant that I brush my teeth 



every night.   



Sometimes I am adamant when I exercise 



too much.   



Running is an adamant sport.   



6. Which of the following is the reader  



optimistic about?  



making nationals   



moving to a new town   



finding a new running path   
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S um m er R eady  

 

1. Which word could replace the underlined 

word in the following sentence without  

changing the meaning of the sentence?  

After having lived in Atlanta her whole life,  

she knew Tulsa would be an adjustment,  

but she was up for the adventure. 

 



 

change  

 

fear  

 

test  

2. Which word could replace the underlined 

word in the following sentence without  

changing the meaning of the sentence?  

Ginger’s coach had pushed her to be  

in top condition. 

 



 

place 

 

shape 

 

test  

3. Which sentence below uses the word  

condition as it is used in the text? 

 

 

I will go to the movies on one condition.  

 

The conditions of the storm were  

dangerous.  

 

The swimmer is in poor condition after  

being sick.  

4. Which word in the sentence helps the reader 

understand the meaning of drills?  

She jotted down the drills, or exercises,  

she had done back home to increase her  

speed and strength.  

 



 

increase  

 

exercises  

 

speed  

5. Which sentence best uses the word adamant 

as it is used in the story?  

 

 

My mom is adamant that I brush my teeth 

every night.   

 

Sometimes I am adamant when I exercise 

too much.   

 Running is an adamant sport.   

6. Which of the following is the reader  

optimistic about? 

 

 

making nationals   

 

moving to a new town   

 

finding a new running path   
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Describe a time you were optimistic about something.  



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
 



Describe a time you practiced drills.  Where were you? What were the drills?  How were they 



helpful to you?  



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 



 



When would be a time that you would need to plan a route? Have you  



ever planned a route? Was it important to do so? Why?  



_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
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Describe a time you were optimistic about something.  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe a time you practiced drills.  Where were you? What were the drills?  How were they 

helpful to you?  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

 

 

When would be a time that you would need to plan a route? Have you  

ever planned a route? Was it important to do so? Why?  

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 
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Making Lemonade  



 My mom is always telling me I need to earn my own money so this summer I decided to 



have a lemonade stand. The first Saturday of summer I jumped out of bed and darted to 



the kitchen.  “Where is the sugar? Where are the lemons?” I called out frantically to my mom. 



My mom came in yawning as she reached for her coffee mug. She explained that I couldn’t 



just throw a lemonade stand together in ten minutes. I would need to have a well thought out 



plan prior to having my sale. 



 I was terribly frustrated that I would have to wait until next weekend for my money 



making venture. I spent the week making all kinds of lists. First, I listed all the supplies:  



lemons, sugar, paper cups, and straws. My mom said before she would take me shopping for 



supplies, I would have to decide how much I was willing to spend on my supplies because I 



would have to pay her back from my earnings. So, I surfed the web and calculated the costs 



of the supplies I would need. I compared prices at many different locations nearby to find 



the best deals. We finally went shopping and I spent $12 which I borrowed from my mom.   



 The night before my sale, I made posters to advertise. I decided I would hang poster 



boards up on each lamp post near my home. After a restless sleep, I woke up early to mix 



the lemonade. Once the lemonade was mixed, I went outside to set up my table. I hung the 



signs up and down the street. Then, I finally opened for business. I didn’t have many  



customers at first. After lunch, I had a rush of customers. I ended up making $32 on my 



first lemonade stand.  I was so excited to have some 



extra spending money. I started day dreaming about 



how I would spend my earnings but before I got too 



carried away, I remembered I needed to pay back my 



mom the $12 for supplies.   



 Mom was proud of me for making enough money 



to not only pay her back but still have $20 in earnings.  



While the $20 seemed to be burning a hole in my  



pocket, my mom threw a wrench in my plans. She said, 



“You know, you could always save some of your earn-



ings to invest into a future lemonade stand.”  
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Making Lemonade  

 

My mom is always telling me I need to earn my own money so this summer I decided to 

have a lemonade stand. The first Saturday of summer I jumped out of bed and darted to 

the kitchen.  “Where is the sugar? Where are the lemons?” I called out frantically to my mom. 

My mom came in yawning as she reached for her coffee mug. She explained that I couldn’t 

just throw a lemonade stand together in ten minutes. I would need to have a well thought out 

plan prior to having my sale. 

  I was terribly frustrated that I would have to wait until next weekend for my money 

making venture. I spent the week making all kinds of lists. First, I listed all the supplies:  

lemons, sugar, paper cups, and straws. My mom said before she would take me shopping for 

supplies, I would have to decide how much I was willing to spend on my supplies because I 

would have to pay her back from my earnings. So, I surfed the web and calculated the costs 

of the supplies I would need. I compared prices at many different locations nearby to find 

the best deals. We finally went shopping and I spent $12 which I borrowed from my mom.   

  The night before my sale, I made posters to advertise. I decided I would hang poster 

boards up on each lamp post near my home. After a restless sleep, I woke up early to mix 

the lemonade. Once the lemonade was mixed, I went outside to set up my table. I hung the 

signs up and down the street. Then, I finally opened for business. I didn’t have many  

customers at first. After lunch, I had a rush of customers. I ended up making $32 on my 

first lemonade stand.  I was so excited to have some 

extra spending money. I started day dreaming about 

how I would spend my earnings but before I got too 

carried away, I remembered I needed to pay back my 

mom the $12 for supplies.   

  Mom was proud of me for making enough money 

to not only pay her back but still have $20 in earnings.  

While the $20 seemed to be burning a hole in my  

pocket, my mom threw a wrench in my plans. She said, 

“You know, you could always save some of your earn-

ings to invest into a 

f u t u r e

 lemonade stand.”  
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Making Lemonade 
Directions: Cut & paste the events from the story into the correct order.  



I decided to have a 



lemonade stand.  



 Mom explained I 



would need a plan.  



 I surfed the web 



and calculated the 



cost of supplies.  



I went shopping for 



supplies with my 



mom.  



I made posters to 



advertise my sale.  



 I set up my table 



for the lemonade 



stand.  



 I opened for  



business.   



 



READING SKILL: Sequence  



1. 



2. 



3. 



4. 



On the first Saturday I 



jumped out of bed 



ready to sale lemonade! 



 



I woke up early to mix 



the lemonade.  



 



I made $32 at my  



lemonade stand.  



I made a list of all the 



supplies I would need to 



make lemonade.  



I woke up early and 



hung signs up and down 



the street.  
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M aking Lem onade 

Directions: Cut & paste the events from the story into the correct order. 

 

I decided to have a 

lemonade stand. 

 

 

Mom explained I 

would need a plan. 

 

 

I surfed the web 

and calculated the 

cost of supplies. 

 

I went shopping for 

supplies with my 

mom. 

 

I made posters to 

advertise my sale. 

 

 

I set up my table 

for the lemonade 

stand. 

 

 

I opened for  

business.  

 

 

READING SKILL: 

Sequence 

 

1 .

 

2.

 

3.

 

4.

 

On the first Saturday I 

jumped out of bed 

ready to sale lemonade!

 

 

I woke up early to mix 

the lemonade. 

 

 

I made $32 at my  

lemonade stand. 

 

I made a list of all the 

supplies I would need to 

make lemonade. 

 

I woke up early and 

hung signs up and down 

the street. 
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Making Lemonade 
READING SKILL: Sequence  



1. What did the narrator in the story do before 



going shopping with his mom?  



He paid her back for the supplies.  



He created a plan for paying her back 



once he had his lemonade stand.   



He surfed the web and calculated the cost 



of the supplies.   



2. Which event from the story takes place 



first?  



The narrator day dreams about how he 



will spend his money.  



The narrator creates a plan for his lem-



onade stand.  



The narrator makes a plan for how to pay 



his mother back for the supplies.   



3. What does the narrator do immediately  



after creating posters for his lemonade 



stand?  



He hangs the signs up and down his street.   



He opens for business.   



He has a restless night’s sleep.   



4. When does the narrator daydream about 



the ways he can spend his money?  



after he makes $32 from his lemonade 



stand  



after remembering he owes his mother $12 



for supplies   



before he had a big rush of customers  



5. When did the lemonade stand make the most 



money?  



right before lunch   



during the first few hours it was open  



after lunch   



6. What happens after the narrator pays his 



mother back?  



His mother gives him an extra $20 because 



she is so proud of him. 



His mother makes him think differently 



about how to use his earnings.  



His mother tells him that he does not need 



to pay her back.   
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M aking Lem onade 

READING SKILL: 

Sequence 

 

1. What did the narrator in the story do before 

going shopping with his mom?  

 

He paid her back for the supplies.  

 He created a plan for paying her back 

once he had his lemonade stand.   

 

He surfed the web and calculated the cost 

of the supplies.   

2. Which event from the story takes place 

first?  

 

The narrator day dreams about how he 

will spend his money.  

 

The narrator creates a plan for his lem-

onade stand.  

 

The narrator makes a plan for how to pay 

his mother back for the supplies.   

3. What does the narrator do immediately  

after creating posters for his lemonade 

stand?  

 

He hangs the signs up and down his street.   

 

He opens for business.   

 

He has a restless night’s sleep.   

4. When does the narrator daydream about 

the ways he can spend his money?  

 

after he makes $32 from his lemonade 

stand  

 

after remembering he owes his mother $12 

for supplies   

 

before he had a big rush of customers  

5. When did the lemonade stand make the most 

money?  

 

right before lunch   

 

during the first few hours it was open  

 

after lunch   

6. What happens after the narrator pays his 

mother back?  

 

His mother gives him an extra $20 because 

she is so proud of him. 

 

His mother makes him think differently 

about how to use his earnings.  

 

His mother tells him that he does not need 

to pay her back.   
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Making Lemonade 
READING SKILL: Sequence  



Think of a time you made something. What steps did you take? Brainstorm the steps below. Be 



sure to be as detailed as possible!  



Tell about a time you made something. Use complete sentences. Remember to use sequence 



words like: first, second, then, next, after, before, or finally.  



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
 



First… Then… Next... Finally… 
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M aking Lem onade 

READING SKILL: 

Sequence 

 

Think of a time you made something. What steps did you take? Brainstorm the steps below. Be 

sure to be as detailed as possible!  

Tell about a time you made something. Use complete sentences. Remember to use sequence 

words like: 

first, second, then, next, after, before, or finally.  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

First…

 

Then…

 

Next...

 

Finally… 
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New Neighbors 



 “Hurry up!” my mom called to me from the kitchen. I hadn’t seen her this excited in a 



long time. She rambled on and on to my dad about how we’d finally have neighbors after the 



house next door had sat empty for so long. “Imagine it! They’re moving in right before sum-



mer!” My mom loved nothing more than BBQs, lazy nights by the pool, and Fourth of July 



neighborhood parties. Ever since the Williams had moved out, we’d been the only family with 



kids on the block. Our other neighbors weren’t too interested in pool parties or picnics. They 



mostly preferred rocking on the front porch, quilting, and gardening.  



 As I ran into the kitchen, my mom plopped a huge watermelon into my arms. “Run this 



over to our new neighbors and welcome them to the neighborhood. While you’re over there, 



find out as much as you can!” My dad laughed because he knew mom was sending me to be 



her spy. I knew asking her to come with me was pointless. She would make excuses about how 



busy she was or how her hair was such a mess. We all knew the real reason. Ever since the 



accident mom was hesitant to meet new people. She was afraid they’d stare or ask too many 



questions. 



 “Are you going to peek through the window?” I grinned as my mom pushed me out the 



door. I looked back over my shoulder as I walked across the yard. I watched my mom roll 



herself over to the window in order to catch a glimpse. My mom was beautiful. I wish she 



could see herself the way I see her.  



 I bounced from one foot to the other as I waited for someone to 



open the door. The door opened forcefully as if they’d been waiting on me. 



Out stumbled two toddler girls. They were covered in something sticky and 



were shoving each other about—each trying to get a better look at me. I 



felt like my excitement was melting into a big puddle of disappointment. If I 



wanted to play with messy babies, I could have stayed home. They weren’t 



even old enough for pool parties and picnics.   



 I wanted to drop the watermelon and run, but then the little girls 



yelled, “Sissy! Door, door!” The girls’ sister came bounding down the stairs  



and I instantly knew my summer was saved. I couldn’t wait to get home 



and share the news with Mom.  
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New Neighbors 

 

“Hurry up!” my mom called to me from the kitchen. I hadn’t seen her this excited in a 

long time. She rambled on and on to my dad about how we’d finally have neighbors after the 

house next door had sat empty for so long. “Imagine it! They’re moving in right before sum-

mer!” My mom loved nothing more than BBQs, lazy nights by the pool, and Fourth of July 

neighborhood parties. Ever since the Williams had moved out, we’d been the only family with 

kids on the block. Our other neighbors weren’t too interested in pool parties or picnics. They 

mostly preferred rocking on the front porch, quilting, and gardening.  

  As I ran into the kitchen, my mom plopped a huge watermelon into my arms. “Run this 

over to our new neighbors and welcome them to the neighborhood. While you’re over there, 

find out as much as you can!” My dad laughed because he knew mom was sending me to be 

her spy. I knew asking her to come with me was pointless. She would make excuses about how 

busy she was or how her hair was such a mess. We all knew the real reason. Ever since the 

accident mom was hesitant to meet new people. She was afraid they’d stare or ask too many 

questions. 

  “Are you going to peek through the window?” I grinned as my mom pushed me out the 

door. I looked back over my shoulder as I walked across the yard. I watched my mom roll 

herself over to the window in order to catch a glimpse. My mom was beautiful. I wish she 

could see herself the way I see her.  

  I bounced from one foot to the other as I waited for someone to 

open the door. The door opened forcefully as if they’d been waiting on me. 

Out stumbled two toddler girls. They were covered in something sticky and 

were shoving each other about—each trying to get a better look at me. I 

felt like my excitement was melting into a big puddle of disappointment. If I 

wanted to play with messy babies, I could have stayed home. They weren’t 

even old enough for pool parties and picnics.   

  I wanted to drop the watermelon and run, but then the little girls 

yelled, “Sissy! Door, door!” The girls’ sister came bounding down the stairs  

and I instantly knew my summer was saved. I couldn’t wait to get home 

and share the news with Mom.  
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New Neighbors 



The text says……..  So I know….. 



The Williams family had children. 



 



The narrator has  



younger siblings.  



 



Directions: Cut and paste the text evidence or inference with its correct pair.  Throw away any choices that 



do not belong.   



The narrator’s mom 



doesn’t trust her to do 



as she is told.   



The new family has a  



daughter that is close in 



age to the narrator.  



“Out stumbled  



two toddler girls.” 



 



 “Our other neighbors 



weren’t too interested in 



pool parties or  



picnics.” 



The narrator’s mom is in 



a wheel chair after an 



accident.  



The narrator wants to 



ask the toddlers over to 



play at her house.  



“Ever since the Williams  



had moved out, we’d been  



the only family with kids  



on the block.” 



“I watched my mom  



 roll over to the window  



in order to catch a 



glimpse.”  



“If I wanted to  



play with messy babies,  



I could have stayed 



home.” 



“The girls’ sister came  



bounding down the stairs  



and I instantly new my  



summer was saved. 
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N ew N eighbors  

The text says…….. 

 

So I know…..

 

The W illiams family had children.

 

 

The narrator has  

younger siblings. 

 

 

Directions: Cut and paste the text evidence or inference with its correct pair.  Throw away any choices that 

do not belong.  

 

The narrator’s mom 

doesn’t trust her to do 

as she is told.   

The new family has a  

daughter that is close in 

age to the narrator.  

“Out stumbled  

two toddler girls.” 

 

  “Our other neighbors 

weren’t too interested in 

pool parties or  

picnics.” 

The narrator’s mom is in 

a wheel chair after an 

accident.  

The narrator wants to 

ask the toddlers over to 

play at her house.  

“Ever since the Williams  

had moved out, we’d been  

the only family with kids  

on the block.” 

“I watched my mom  

 roll over to the window  

in order to catch a 

glimpse.”  

“If I wanted to  

play with messy babies,  

I could have stayed 

home.” 

“The girls’ sister came  

bounding down the stairs  

and I instantly new my  

summer was saved. 
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New Neighbors 
1. Which of the following can you infer about the 



neighborhood in which the narrator lives?  



It has many young families with children.    



The neighbors are rude and unfriendly.   



There are mostly older people living in the 



neighborhood.   



2.  Which sentence from the text helps the  



reader understand that Mom enjoys summer?  



As I ran into the kitchen, my mom plopped a 



huge watermelon into my arms.   



My mom loved nothing more than BBQs, lazy 



nights by the pool, and Fourth of July  



neighborhood parties. 



I hadn’t seen her this excited in a long time. 



3. Which of the following can you infer about the 



narrator’s mother?   



She does not want to get to know the new 



neighbors.  



She wants to move to a neighborhood with 



more active neighbors.   



She is excited to have new neighbors, but she 



is a little shy.  



4. Which of the following sentences from the text 



help the reader understand how the narrator 



feels about her mom?  



 I wish she could see herself the way I see 



her.  



She would make excuses about how busy she 



was or how her hair was such a mess.   



I looked back over my shoulder as I walked 



across the yard.  



5. Which word best describes how the narrator 



feels when she first arrives at the new neighbors’ 



home?   



embarrassed  



let down   



shy   



6. What can the reader infer from the last  



paragraph in the passage?   



The narrator is annoyed by the young girls.  



The narrator decides her summer will be 



boring after all.   



The narrator is excited because the little girls 



have an older sister.     
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N ew N eighbors  

1. Which of the following can you infer about the 

neighborhood in which the narrator lives?  

 

It has many young families with children.    

 

The neighbors are rude and unfriendly.   

 

There are mostly older people living in the 

neighborhood.   

2.  Which sentence from the text helps the  

reader understand that Mom enjoys summer?  

 

As I ran into the kitchen, my mom plopped a 

huge watermelon into my arms.   

 

My mom loved nothing more than BBQs, lazy 

nights by the pool, and Fourth of July  

neighborhood parties. 

 

I hadn’t seen her this excited in a long time. 

3. Which of the following can you infer about the 

narrator’s mother?   

 

She does not want to get to know the new 

neighbors.  

 

She wants to move to a neighborhood with 

more active neighbors.   

 

She is excited to have new neighbors, but she 

is a little shy.  

4. Which of the following sentences from the text 

help the reader understand how the narrator 

feels about her mom?  

 

 I wish she could see herself the way I see 

her.  

 

She would make excuses about how busy she 

was or how her hair was such a mess.   

 

I looked back over my shoulder as I walked 

across the yard.  

5. Which word best describes how the narrator 

feels when she first arrives at the new neighbors’ 

home?   

 

embarrassed  

 

let down   

 

shy   

6. What can the reader infer from the last  

paragraph in the passage?   

 

The narrator is annoyed by the young girls.  

 

The narrator decides her summer will be 

boring after all.   

 

The narrator is excited because the little girls 

have an older sister.     
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New Neighbors 
How does the narrator feel about her mom? Explain using evidence from the text to support 



your thinking.  



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
 



Why does the narrator’s mother send her to welcome the new neighbors? Explain using evidence 



from the text to support your thinking.  



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 



 



What can you infer will happen next in the story? Why do you think this?  



______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
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N ew N eighbors  

How does the narrator feel about her mom? Explain using evidence from the text to support 

your thinking.  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Why does the narrator’s mother send her to welcome the new neighbors? Explain using evidence 

from the text to support your thinking.  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

 

 

What can you infer will happen next in the story? Why do you think this?  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 
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                            Just One Wish  



 For my 9th birthday my grandmother handed me a box lined in beautiful silk. I uncovered 



a tiny pearl. I forced a smile because my dad was always telling me to be grateful. He was  



always telling me to be more appreciative for what I have instead of wishing for more. But, I 



couldn’t help feeling my heart sink when I realized I wasn’t getting The Littlest Pet Shop kit I’d 



asked for. I looked up at Grandma who appeared as if she’d explode from happiness any minute.  



“Just one wish, my dear,” she whispered into my ear. I gave her a puzzled look while wondering if 



she was playing some kind of joke on me. 



 “The pearl, dear. It is magic. Close your eyes and think of anywhere you’d like to go. This 



pearl will take you anywhere for a day. You could climb the highest mountain, surf the puffy 



white clouds, slide down a rainbow...anything!” I felt as if my mind was spinning so fast I couldn’t 



even remember my own name. But, before I could ask any more questions the pearl’s magic 



seemed to swallow me. I closed my eyes imagining myself deep in the sea swimming with the fish, 



twirling with mermaids, diving with the dolphins. When I opened my eyes it wasn’t a dream  



anymore—it was real! I looked down and saw a dazzling turquoise tail where my legs had once 



been. I couldn’t believe what I was seeing. I had dreamed of being a mermaid for as long as I 



could remember. As a mermaid. I’d never have to study for another spelling test again or deal 



with my pesky little brother. I was finally free from my boring life!  



 I spent the morning twirling about in the open sea knowing that I could live this life  



forever. Nobody was telling me to get ready for school or eat my vegetables. I was free to be 



me. Everything was fabulous until I found a group of mermaid friends. I was so excited to have 



mermaid friends that I wanted to ask them a thousand questions. I wanted to tell them all about 



living on land. But, I realized I had no way of speaking underwater. The mermaids didn ’t speak 



with each other like I’d always imagined. They were silent—communicating only with smiles. 



Swimming about was fun for awhile. But when I got tired, I had no way of asking where I could 



rest. When I was hungry, I couldn’t ask where to find food. I never thought I’d say this, but I was 



starting to miss my pesky little brother and all his questions.  



 I closed my eyes tight and wished to be back home in the bunk bed above my brother. I 



felt a little dizzy and then, WHAM! I was tucked tight in my warm cozy bed. “Where have you 



been?” I heard my little brother whisper as he climbed the ladder to my bunk. Normally I’d be 



so annoyed but at that moment all I wanted to do was tell my brother everything.   
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                            Just One W ish  

  For my 9th birthday my grandmother handed me a box lined in beautiful silk. I uncovered 

a tiny pearl. I forced a smile because my dad was always telling me to be grateful. He was  

always telling me to be more appreciative for what I have instead of wishing for more. But, I 

couldn’t help feeling my heart sink when I realized I wasn’t getting The Littlest Pet Shop kit I’d 

asked for. I looked up at Grandma who appeared as if she’d explode from happiness any minute.  

“Just one wish, my dear,” she whispered into my ear. I gave her a puzzled look while wondering if 

she was playing some kind of joke on me. 

  “The pearl, dear. It is magic. Close your eyes and think of anywhere you’d like to go. This 

pearl will take you anywhere for a day. You could climb the highest mountain, surf the puffy 

white clouds, slide down a rainbow...anything!” I felt as if my mind was spinning so fast I couldn’t 

even remember my own name. But, before I could ask any more questions the pearl’s magic 

seemed to swallow me. I closed my eyes imagining myself deep in the sea swimming with the fish, 

twirling with mermaids, diving with the dolphins. When I opened my eyes it wasn’t a dream  

anymore—it was real! I looked down and saw a dazzling turquoise tail where my legs had once 

been. I couldn’t believe what I was seeing. I had dreamed of being a mermaid for as long as I 

could remember. As a mermaid. I’d never have to study for another spelling test again or deal 

with my pesky little brother. I was finally free from my boring life!  

  I spent the morning twirling about in the open sea knowing that I could live this life  

forever. Nobody was telling me to get ready for school or eat my vegetables. I was free to be 

me. Everything was fabulous until I found a group of mermaid friends. I was so excited to have 

mermaid friends that I wanted to ask them a thousand questions. I wanted to tell them all about 

living on land. But, I realized I had no way of speaking underwater. The mermaids didn’t speak 

with each other like I’d always imagined. They were silent—communicating only with smiles. 

Swimming about was fun for awhile. But when I got tired, I had no way of asking where I could 

rest. When I was hungry, I couldn’t ask where to find food. I never thought I’d say this, but I was 

starting to miss my pesky little brother and all his questions.  

  I closed my eyes tight and wished to be back home in the bunk bed above my brother. I 

felt a little dizzy and then, WHAM! I was tucked tight in my warm cozy bed. “Where have you 

been?” I heard my little brother whisper as he climbed the ladder to my bunk. Normally I’d be 

so annoyed but at that moment all I wanted to do was tell my brother 

e v e r y t h i n g

.   

   

Name: __________        Date: _____ 

READING SKILL: 

Theme 

 

Page 25 


[image: image27.emf]


Name: __________        Date: _____ 



READING SKILL: Theme  
Page 26 



Directions: Re-Read the passage.  Then, follow the highlighting directions below.   



YELLOW RED BLUE 



Why does the narrator think 



life as a mermaid will be 



better than her own life? 



Underline the clues in red! 



 Just One Wish  



 For my 9th birthday my grandmother handed me a box lined in beautiful silk.  I uncovered a tiny 



pearl. I forced a smile because my dad was always telling me to be grateful. He was always telling me to 



be more appreciative for what I had instead of wishing for more. But, I couldn’t help feeling my heart sink 



when I realized I wasn’t getting The Littlest Pet Shop kit I’d asked for. I looked up at Grandma who appeared 



as if she’d explode from happiness any minute. “Just one wish, my dear,” she whispered into my ear. I gave 



her a puzzled look while wondering if she was playing some kind of joke on me. 



 “The pearl, dear. It is magic. Close your eyes and think of anywhere you’d like to go.  This pearl will 



take you anywhere for a day. You could climb the highest mountain, surf the puffy white clouds, slide down 



a rainbow...anything!” I felt as if my mind was spinning so fast I couldn’t even remember my own name. But,  



before I could ask any more questions the pearl’s magic seemed to swallow me. I closed my eyes imagining 



myself deep in the sea swimming with the fish, twirling with mermaids, diving with the dolphins. When I 



opened my eyes it wasn’t a dream anymore—it was real! I looked down and saw a dazzling turquoise tail 



where my legs had once been. I couldn’t believe what I was seeing.  I had dreamed of being a mermaid as 



long as I could remember. As a mermaid I’d never have to study for another spelling test again or deal 



with my pesky little brother. I was finally free from my boring life!  



 I spent the morning twirling about in the open sea knowing that I could live this life forever. Nobody 



was telling me to get ready for school or eat my vegetables. I was free to be me.  Everything was fabulous 



until I found a group of mermaid friends. I was so excited to have mermaid friends that I wanted to ask 



them a thousand questions. I wanted to tell them all about living on land. But, I realized I had no way of 



speaking underwater. The mermaids didn’t speak with each other like I’d always imagined.  They were  



silent—communicating only with smiles. Swimming about was fun for awhile but when I got tired, I had no 



way of asking where I could rest. When I was hungry, I couldn’t ask where to find food. I never thought I’d 



say this, but I was starting to miss my pesky little brother.  



 I closed my eyes tight and wished to be back home in the bunk bed above my brother. I felt a little 



dizzy and then, WHAM! I was tucked tight in my warm cozy bed. “Where have you been?” I heard my little 



brother whisper as he climbed the ladder to my bunk. Normally I’d be so annoyed but at that moment all I 



wanted to do was tell my brother everything.   



BEFORE becoming a mermaid, 



how did the narrator think 



about her little brother?  



Underline the clues in yellow! 



How did the narrator feel 



about her brother AFTER she 



became a mermaid? Highlight 



the clues in blue!  
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Directions: Re-Read the passage.  Then, follow the highlighting directions below.  

 

YELLOW  RED  BLUE 

Why does the narrator think 

life as a mermaid will be 

better than her own life? 

Underline the clues in red! 

 Just One Wish  

 

For my 9th birthday my grandmother handed me a box lined in beautiful silk.  I uncovered a tiny 

pearl. I forced a smile because my dad was always telling me to be grateful. He was always telling me to 

be more appreciative for what I had instead of wishing for more. But, I couldn’t help feeling my heart sink 

when I realized I wasn’t getting The Littlest Pet Shop kit I’d asked for. I looked up at Grandma who appeared 

as if she’d explode from happiness any minute. “Just one wish, my dear,” she whispered into my ear. I gave 

her a puzzled look while wondering if she was playing some kind of joke on me. 

  “The pearl, dear. It is magic. Close your eyes and think of anywhere you’d like to go.  This pearl will 

take you anywhere for a day. You could climb the highest mountain, surf the puffy white clouds, slide down 

a rainbow...anything!” I felt as if my mind was spinning so fast I couldn’t even remember my own name. But,  

before I could ask any more questions the pearl’s magic seemed to swallow me. I closed my eyes imagining 

myself deep in the sea swimming with the fish, twirling with mermaids, diving with the dolphins. When I 

opened my eyes it wasn’t a dream anymore

—

it was real! I looked down and saw a dazzling turquoise tail 

where my legs had once been. I couldn’t believe what I was seeing.  I had dreamed of being a mermaid as 

long as I could remember. As a mermaid I’d never have to study for another spelling test again or deal 

with my pesky little brother. I was finally free from my boring life!  

  I spent the morning twirling about in the open sea knowing that I could live this life forever. Nobody 

was telling me to get ready for school or eat my vegetables. I was free to be me.  Everything was fabulous 

until I found a group of mermaid friends. I was so excited to have mermaid friends that I wanted to ask 

them a thousand questions. I wanted to tell them all about living on land. But, I realized I had no way of 

speaking underwater. The mermaids didn’t speak with each other like I’d always imagined.  They were  

silent

—

communicating only with smiles. Swimming about was fun for awhile but when I got tired, I had no 

way of asking where I could rest. When I was hungry, I couldn’t ask where to find food. I never thought I’d 

say this, but I was starting to miss my pesky little brother.  

  I closed my eyes tight and wished to be back home in the bunk bed above my brother. I felt a little 

dizzy and then, WHAM! I was tucked tight in my warm cozy bed. “Where have you been?” I heard my little 

brother whisper as he climbed the ladder to my bunk. Normally I’d be so annoyed but at that moment all I 

wanted to do was tell my brother 

e v e ry t h i n g

.   

BEFORE becoming a mermaid, 

how did the narrator think 

about her little brother?  

Underline the clues in yellow! 

How did the narrator feel 

about her brother AFTER she 

became a mermaid? Highlight 

the clues in blue!  
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Just One Wish 
1. Which theme below best fits this story?   



thoughtfulness   



gratefulness  



greed   



2.  What do you think the narrator learned from 



her experience?   



Her own life is not so bad after all.   



Mermaids are not as friendly as she had 



hoped.  



Always be careful when opening gifts.  



3. Which sentence from the text shows that the 



narrator learned a lesson?   



I was finally free from my boring life!  



Nobody was telling me to get ready for 



school or eat my vegetables.   



Normally I’d be so annoyed but at that  



moment all I wanted to do was tell my brother 



everything.   



4. What do you think the narrator will do next 



time her brother annoys her?  



 She will remember to be grateful that she 



has someone to talk to. 



She will wish to be a mermaid again.  



She will ask her grandmother for another 



pearl.  



5. Which sentence from the text shows that  



mermaid life was not as great as the narrator 



had hoped?  



 I spent the morning twirling about in the 



open sea knowing that I could live this life  



forever.  



Nobody was telling me to get ready for 



school or eat my vegetables.  



 They were silent—communicating only with 



smiles.   



6. What is most likely the moral of the story?   



The grass is not always greener on the other 



side.   



Never judge a book by its cover.   



Be true to yourself.   
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J us t One W is h 

1. Which theme below best fits this story?   

 

thoughtfulness   

 

gratefulness  

 

greed   

2.  What do you think the narrator learned from 

her experience?   

 

Her own life is not so bad after all.   

 

Mermaids are not as friendly as she had 

hoped.  

 

Always be careful when opening gifts.  

3. Which sentence from the text shows that the 

narrator learned a lesson?   

 

I was finally free from my boring life!  

 

Nobody was telling me to get ready for 

school or eat my vegetables.   

 

Normally I’d be so annoyed but at that  

moment all I wanted to do was tell my brother 

e v e r y t h i n g

.   

4. What do you think the narrator will do next 

time her brother annoys her?  

 

 She will remember to be grateful that she 

has someone to talk to. 

 

She will wish to be a mermaid again.  

 

She will ask her grandmother for another 

pearl.  

5. Which sentence from the text shows that  

mermaid life was not as great as the narrator 

had hoped?  

 

 I spent the morning twirling about in the 

open sea knowing that I could live this life  

forever.  

 

Nobody was telling me to get ready for 

school or eat my vegetables.  

 

 They were silent—communicating only with 

smiles.   

6. What is most likely the moral of the story?   

 

The grass is not always greener on the other 

side.   

 

Never judge a book by its cover.   

 

Be true to yourself.   
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Just One Wish 
What lesson do you think the narrator learned? Why was the lesson important?   
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Imagine you had a magic pearl.  Write a story about making a wish.  Where would you ask the 



pearl to take you? Be creative! 
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